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Panama owned by the new Panama Canal Company; to
acquire from the Eepublic of Colombia, on such terms as
he might deem reasonable, control of a strip of land, not
less than six miles in width, between the two oceans, in
which to construct and operate a canal; to acquire such
additional territory and rights from Colombia as in his
judgment would facilitate the general purpose; and, when
a satisfactory title had been secured from the new Panama
Canal Company, to proceed to construct a canal of sufficient
capacity and depth to afford " convenient passage for ves-
sels of the largest tonnage and greatest draft now in use,
and such as may be reasonably anticipated/' In case satis-
factory title could not be obtained from the French com-
pany, the act authorized the President to take the neces-
sary steps to permit of the construction of a canal at
Nicaragua.

Immediately following the enactment of the Spooner law
Secretary Hay opened negotiations with Dr. Tomas Her-
ran, Charge d'affaires of the Colombian Government at
Washington, for the conclusion of a treaty between the
United States and Colombia in accordance with the terms
of that law. The negotiations resulted in what is known
as the Hay-Herran convention, which was signed on Janu-
ary 22, 1903, Dr. Herran signing with the authority of the
Colombian Government. The treaty was sent to the Senate
on January 23. Writing to Secretary Hay, who was absent
from Washington, on March 12, 1903, the President said :

"I am now sweating blood in the effort to get the two
treaties (Cuban Eeciprocity and Colombian) confirmed.
Senator Blank, of course, had been filled with distrust at
the last moment and wanted to propose one or two amend-
ments to the Panama treaty. He is an admirable man of
great intellect; but I wish that every tom-cat in the path
did not strike him as an unusually large and ferocious Hon.
The Democrats are doing their best to get into shape to
vote solidly against both treaties. They cannot possibly
do this against the Panama treaty, and I think they will
find it difficult to do so against the Cuban treaty, although